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with his family, the people of Guayama, and 
all Puerto Ricans. Mr. Speaker, he has set a 
high standard for all of us to follow. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SIGNIFICANT 
CONTRIBUTIONS OF TOAST-
MASTERS EN ESPAÑOL 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 1, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the founding of Toastmasters en 
Español, the first and only Spanish-language 
Toastmasters club in the State of Nevada. 

Toastmasters International is a global orga-
nization devoted to teaching communication 
and leadership skills. It has more than 
211,000 members, with 10,500 clubs in 90 
countries. Las Vegas is home to 50 of these 
clubs. With the mission statement, ‘‘to make 
effective communication a worldwide reality,’’ 
Toastmasters en Español was founded by 
Maite Salazar to improve the public-speaking 
and leadership skills of the more than half-mil-
lion Spanish-speaking residents of the Las 
Vegas Valley, and to help Spanish-language 
learners improve their skills in a constructive, 
affirming environment. 

Toastmasters en Español held its first meet-
ing on October 3, 2005, at the Cambridge 
Community Center in central Las Vegas. The 
initial meeting attracted dozens of participants. 
Within 3 weeks, the club had enough active 
members to be officially chartered by Toast-
masters International. 

Today, Toastmasters en Español has 31 ac-
tive members who hail from nearly every 
country in the Spanish-speaking world, and 
from every walk of life. The club also includes 
many native-born Americans who understand 
the importance of being bilingual in an in-
creasingly interdependent world. 

Mr. Speaker, as the world becomes more 
globalized, communication becomes increas-
ingly more important for peaceful cooperation. 
I applaud the efforts of Toastmasters en 
Español in this regard and look forward to 
their continued involvement and dedication to 
the improvement of their community and the 
entire State of Nevada. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF 
CAROL SUNAKO CONNELLY 

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 1, 2006 

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor the life of Carol Sunako Connelly. Carol 
was born on August 22, 1936 in Salinas, CA. 
She graduated from Stanford University 
School of Nursing in 1959 and worked briefly 
for the county of Alameda as a public health 
nurse. 

Carol served 33 years in the Franklin 
McKinley School District in San Jose, CA as 
‘‘school nurse extraordinaire’’, working at nu-
merous schools in the district, including Fair, 
Kennedy, Los Arboles and Meadows. 

Carol was dedicated to her professions of 
nursing and teaching. She inspired many lives, 

both young and old throughout her years of 
service. Teachers depended on her extensive 
knowledge to help with everything from human 
anatomy to head lice. 

She led many fascinating and unforgettable 
lessons in ‘‘grossology’’: countless hours cut-
ting up eyeballs with third graders, lungs with 
fifth graders, and hearts with sixth graders. In 
addition to these grade level standards, she 
also conducted numerous dissections and the 
cooking of squid in the primary grades. There 
are not many school nurses who have either 
the time or the passion to work with children 
in the classrooms. 

Carol retired in 2003 at the age of 67. 
Though very busy in retirement, she continued 
to volunteer her time to Franklin McKinley 
School District. 

Carol lived in Santa Cruz for the past 15 
years and was an active member of TOPS— 
Take Off Pounds Sensibly, Mah Jongg Players 
of Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz Senior Center, and 
the Pleasure Point Community Church. 

Carol died on August 28, 2005. She is sur-
vived by her three daughters, Adrienne Keane 
of Santa Cruz, Heather Haan of San Jose, 
and Jennifer Haan of Los Angeles, and four 
grandchildren, Quinn and Malia Keane and 
Roland and Ava Kemmerer. She is also sur-
vived by her sister, Joyce Kawahara, and her 
brothers, Lloyd and Milton Yoshioka, all from 
Petaluma. Carol Connelly will be sorely 
missed. To the thousands of students and 
teachers who crossed paths with Carol, she 
will never be forgotten. 
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STARK OPPOSES UNJUST 
REPUBLICAN BUDGET 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 1, 2006 

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposi-
tion to this unjust Republican budget that cuts 
funding for working class programs and does 
nothing to improve the U.S. deficit. 

‘‘Remember Pearl Harbor’’ was a rallying 
cry to unite Americans in shared sacrifice to 
respond to a military attack on our Nation. In 
contrast, 9/11 will be remembered as a trag-
edy exploited by President Bush to divide 
Americans and place the financial burden of 
his ill-advised policies on working class Ameri-
cans. 

President Bush and his Republican cronies 
have used this tragedy to justify an unneces-
sary war in Iraq and ensure that the wealthiest 
Americans contribute nothing to pay for it by 
giving them billions of dollars in tax cuts. As 
the wealthiest Republican party donors—like 
Halliburton—make billions from this failed war, 
the Republican budget sticks America’s work-
ing families with the tab. 

This Republican budget cuts health care, 
child care, student loans, foster care pay-
ments, job training and aid to the elderly and 
people with disabilities in exchange for the 
Iraq war and tax cuts for the wealthiest Ameri-
cans. 

Not even the extreme poverty displayed on 
televisions across this country of Hurricane 
Katrina’s victims has been able to stir compas-
sion into the cold hearts of the President and 
his Republican cronies in Congress. This bill 
forces states to stop providing job training and 

vocational education programs for the poor 
and force millions of them into low-waged, 
dead end jobs with no health insurance or 
child care. In addition, many poor families will 
have to pay copays and deductibles for their 
health insurance on their incomes of less than 
$19,000 a year for a family of four. Instead of 
giving the poor a hand up, this bill puts a boot 
in their face to push them down. 

In true fashion, the Republican budget does 
take care of their rich lobbyist friends. For in-
stance the Republicans decided to remove a 
provision that would have stopped taxpayers 
from overpaying HMOs participating in Medi-
care by $22 billion. Had that provision re-
mained in, cuts to programs that help peo-
ple—not corporations—could have been re-
duced by that level. 

Similar protections were given to the private 
lenders that provide student loans. The Chron-
icle of Higher Education reported that chair-
man of the House Education and Workforce 
Committee, Representative JOHN BOEHNER, 
met with these private lenders in December, 
who contribute handsomely to his campaigns, 
and said: ‘‘Relax. Stay calm. At the end of the 
day, I believe you’ll be at least satisfied, or 
even perhaps happy. Know that I have all of 
you in my two trusted hands.’’ 

This budget clearly demonstrates that the 
Republican Party’s corruption and cronyism 
causes real harm to average Americans. The 
next time a parent or former student has to 
pay extra for their student loan, or a senior cit-
izen is forced to pay more for their health 
care, they should thank the Republican Party. 
You can be sure that the health insurance in-
dustry and private student lenders will be do-
nating millions more to Republican campaigns 
to show their thanks. 

I urge my colleagues to vote against this 
corrupt and unjust bill. 

f 

THE MEDICARE PRESCRIPTION 
DRUG EMERGENCY GUARANTEE 
ACT 

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 1, 2006 

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, after the first 
month of implementation of the Medicare pri-
vate drug plan, it is clear that a number of 
measures are needed to ensure that seniors 
and Americans with disabilities who need pre-
scription drugs do not leave the pharmacy 
empty-handed or overcharged. 

Representatives BROWN of Ohio, RANGEL, 
STARK, WAXMAN, SPRATT, and I are introducing 
legislation today to make sure seniors are 
guaranteed the prescription drug relief they 
were promised in 2003 and deserve today. 

This bill would do the following: 
Ensure beneficiaries get at least 60 days of 

needed medicines, whether or not the phar-
macist can verify the plan they are in or 
whether or not the drug they need is covered 
by their plan. 

Eliminate red tape for pharmacists by allow-
ing the pharmacy to bill Medicare directly. 
Medicare would then collect the payments 
from the drug plans. 

Ensure beneficiaries can navigate the com-
plex system, by providing a standard notice 
and appeals process and information on how 
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to locate a more suitable plan when a per-
son’s drug is not covered by the plan. 

Protect beneficiaries from losing coverage of 
needed medicines during the year they are 
enrolled by not allowing plans to change what 
drugs they will pay for during that year. 

Finally, for all those who actually paid more 
than they should have for their medications, 
this bill requires Medicare to reimburse them, 
as well as any others who have stepped in to 
pay the costs for seniors and those with dis-
abilities when they were denied or over-
charged for their medicines. Medicare should 
be cutting through the red tape, not the bene-
ficiaries or their pharmacist. 

Democrats have also introduced legislation 
that focuses on the major structural problems 
built into the program designed by the Repub-
licans and their industry friends. But today we 
introduce this bill to alleviate some of the 
short-term and transition problems that have 
arisen with the current ill-conceived Medicare 
prescription drug benefit. 

This Administration has failed in providing 
seniors and people with disabilities with a 
smooth transition to prescription drug cov-
erage. Let us not fail them again by ignoring 
the immediate problems. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO CHIEF EARL 
A. GREENE JR. OF THE CLARK 
COUNTY NEVADA FIRE DEPART-
MENT 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 1, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Earl A. Greene, Jr., Chief, Clark County 
Nevada Fire Department. Chief Greene is re-
tiring from the fire department after 33 years 
of dedicated service. He has been involved in 
all areas of fire services, including: Suppres-
sion, Prevention, Hazardous Materials, Logis-
tics, Volunteer Fire, and Administration. 

Chief Greene received a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Political Science with an emphasis 
on pre-law from Southwestern State College in 
Weatherford, OK. He is married to the former 
Susan Enoch and has two grown children, 
Earl III and Camile. 

Among the highlights of Chief Green’s ca-
reer are his involvement in the implementation 
of the retrofit of building and fire codes that 
were passed as a result of the MGM Grand 
and Las Vegas Hilton Hotel fires. Chief 
Greene was also instrumental in the establish-
ment of the Police and Fire Executives of 
Southern Nevada, an organization that brings 
together all sheriffs and police and fire chiefs 
on a regular basis to discuss and deal with 
issues common to public safety agencies. 

Under Chief Green’s direction, the Clark 
County Fire Department became the first 
county-level department to achieve Insurance 
Services Office (ISO) Level 1 status, and in 
2003, the department was awarded accredited 
agency status by the Commission on Fire Ac-
creditation International. In August, 2003, 
Chief Greene was awarded the prestigious 
Chief Fire Officer Designation by the Commis-
sion on Fire Accreditation International, an 
honor bestowed upon only 319 individuals na-
tionwide who have demonstrated personal and 
professional excellence within the fire service. 

Mr. Speaker, Chief Greene is a dedicated 
officer who has worked diligently for Clark 
County, NV. I ask my fellow colleagues to 
stand with me today and honor all fire fighters 
across the country, like Chief Greene, who 
have dedicated many years in protecting the 
residents of their community and State. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF THE 
HONORABLE KATHLEEN AKAO 

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 1, 2006 

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, today I rise along 
with Congressman SAM FARR to pay tribute to 
the Honorable Kathleen Akao, her invaluable 
contributions to Santa Clara County and her 
longstanding dedication to upholding the integ-
rity of our justice system. 

Kathleen Akao was born in Long Beach on 
September 28, 1948 to Tokio and Lillian 
Katayama. She graduated from San Jose 
State University in 1971 with a Bachelors De-
gree in English and received her law degree 
from Santa Clara University in 1981. 

In Santa Clara, Kathleen served as Presi-
dent of the Asian Law Students Association 
and later as Staff Attorney with San Jose’s 
Asian Law Alliance, where she worked with 
many recent immigrants to the Bay Area. 
Kathleen was admitted to the California Bar in 
1982 and immediately joined the State Bar’s 
Subcommittee on Redress, working to seek 
recognition and restitution for Americans in-
terned during World War II, an issue of par-
ticular resonance to Kathleen, whose mother 
had been interned during the war. Kathleen’s 
personal experiences and dedication to under-
standing issues in-depth gave perspective to 
her work as a community activist, a lawyer 
and a judge. 

Kathleen held a private law practice, and 
later, served as Deputy Public Defender for 
Santa Clara County. From 1986–1994, she 
worked for Santa Cruz County as Assistant 
County Counsel. In 1991, Kathleen’s husband, 
James Akao, passed away at the young age 
of 46—a great loss for both Kathleen and their 
son, Kristoffer. 

In 1994, Kathleen Akao became the first 
Asian American attorney in California to suc-
cessfully challenge and unseat an incumbent 
Superior Court judge. Her victory highlighted 
her commitment to the public justice system 
and represented a landmark accomplishment 
in the Asian American community. 

However, Kathleen’s greatest achievement 
was the indelible mark she left on the commu-
nity for her outstanding work with juveniles 
and families. She took a keen and genuine in-
terest in providing the best options for juve-
niles and families who found themselves in 
her courtroom. In 1999, Kathleen established 
a county Drug Court, which coupled penalties 
with treatment programs, proving her commit-
ment to the rehabilitation process. She be-
lieved in fair decisions for all and devoted her 
time to Teen Peer Court, a system under 
which juveniles may have their sanctions de-
cided by their peers. 

Kathleen died on November 27th, 2005— 
her untimely passing was due to heart failure 
following a biopsy procedure. She will always 
be known for her integrity and fairness both in 

and outside of her courtroom. She was com-
passionate and generous, and had an uplifting 
sense of humor. Colleagues said she treated 
everyone with dignity and respect, approached 
problems pragmatically, and always sought to 
improve and expand the ways in which she 
served the public. Through her innovative and 
selfless work with her community and her tire-
less efforts to rule her courtroom fairly, Kath-
leen shaped and improved the lives of those 
around her. 

Judge Akao is survived by her son, 
Kristoffer, her father, Tokio Katayama, her 
three brothers, Danny, Robert, and David, and 
a legacy of service, integrity and compassion 
for our community to share and uphold. We 
will all miss her. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTION 
PROTECTING THE CIVIL LIB-
ERTIES OF HOUSE GALLERY 
VISITORS 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 1, 2006 

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, last night, at 
President Bush’s State of the Union address, 
two visitors were forced from the House 
Chamber. Cindy Sheehan and Rep. Bill 
Young’s wife, Beverly. Cindy Sheehan was ar-
rested for unlawful conduct, Mrs. Young was 
not. 

What did they do wrong? 
They were each wearing T-shirts that the 

Capitol Police determined were ‘‘protests’’. Ms. 
Sheehan’s shirt read: ‘‘2245 Dead. How many 
more?’’ Mrs. Young’s shirt read: ‘‘Support the 
Troops—Fighting for Freedom.’’ 

Nothing in the House Rules prohibits the 
wearing of T-shirts or has limitations on what 
those shirts can have written on them. 

Both individuals insist they were not pro-
testing, but simply wearing shirts that deliv-
ered important messages for them. 

What happened to them can only be de-
scribed as Gestapo behavior. Each woman 
was forced to leave the House Gallery and 
Ms. Sheehan was then arrested and charged 
with unlawful conduct. 

It is my understanding that because Presi-
dent Bush was in the Chamber, control of the 
Chamber was ceded to him—or the Secret 
Service to be exact. 

Therefore, none of us should be surprised 
by what happened. Whenever and wherever 
President Bush speaks, he has the Secret 
Service sanitize and sterilize the audience. 
There are countless reports of people with T- 
shirts stating views that differ from the Presi-
dent being removed from his supposedly pub-
lic appearances. 

What happened last night to Ms. Sheehan 
and Mrs. Young was un-American and un-
democratic. That’s why I am introducing a 
resolution calling on the Office of the Ser-
geant at Arms to report to Congress within 
30 days making clear under what authority 
these two individuals were prosecuted and 
making recommendations to Congress so we 
can assure that nothing like this ever hap-
pens again. I urge my colleagues to join me 
in support of this important resolution. 

How can we allow the President to pro-
claim he is fighting for freedom abroad when 
he continually tramples our freedoms here at 
home? 
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